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Our Place in the Heavenlies
Ephesians 1:3-6
I. Praise for Our Place – 1:3
A. Who is the One we Should be Blessing? 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”
Paul is telling us to bless the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the cross he said, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me”
He said to Mary, I ascend to My God and your God”
In John 17:1 Jesus prayed, “Father, ﻿﻿the hour has come. Glorify Your Son,”
They are terms of the incarnation life of Jesus: He called Himself “the Servant of God”
He came to do God’s will, Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— In the volume of the book it is written of Me— To do Your will, O God.” ( Hebrews 10:7)
He obeyed God’s Law, “Which of you convicts Me of sin?” (John 8:46)
B. Why Should we Bless Him?  
﻿
“who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places”
1. The Ephesians knew about “blessings” in the earthly realm. In the pagan realm–the Goddess Artemis/Dianna
2. The Jews in Ephesus knew about the physical blessings of the Old Testament.
He blessed us with spiritual blessings.
In the O.T. the emphasis is on physical blessings
In the N. T. the emphasis is on spiritual blessing.
Beginning in verse 4 Paul lists a few of those blessings. 

We bless God because of His many blessings. He blessed us, so we bless Him.
But there is a difference: The word bless (in both cases) is from the same root. It means “well-being”

The word for us to bless God is the adjective form -- Εὐλογητὸς -- We call God Blessed.
The word for God’s blessing us is a verbal, εὐλογήσας -- God blesses us. He is active in the process.
We bless Him in word;
He blesses us in deed.

He confers “well-being” on us;
We ascribe “well-being” to Him
These blessings have already been bestowed. We don’t need to ask for them. They already belong to us.
Joshua 1:1-5
“After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, it came to pass that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ ﻿﻿assistant, saying: ﻿‘Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them—the children of Israel. ﻿﻿Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses. From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your territory.”
That is the promise of the physical blessings to God’s O.T. peoples, Israel. They can’t go just inside and sit down. It is their possession. God does not have to give it to them every day or every generation. They simply have to go in and possess it for them- selves. 
Notice the dimensions of the land, “unto the River Euphrates”
C. Where do we Find these Blessings of our God and Father?
“in Christ,”
Our spiritual blessings are in the Revelation that Jesus gave to the apostles which are given in the New Covenant Scriptures. The Holy Spirit will be the teacher (John 16:13; 14:26).
He (the Holy Spirit) will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears (from the Father) He will speak; He will teach the apostles all things:
· The Gospels: He will bring to your ﻿﻿remembrance all things that I said to you.
· The Epistles: But ﻿﻿the ﻿﻿Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will ﻿﻿send in My name, ﻿﻿He will teach you (apostles) all things, and 

· The Revelation and other prophetic passages
However, when He, ﻿﻿the Spirit of truth, has come, ﻿﻿He will guide you (the apostles) into all truth; and He will tell you things to come.
The blessings all belong to each individual. Every blessing that your spiritual sole shall “tread upon” will become yours indeed. If we don’t walk through the blessings in the New Covenant Revelation and claim the blessings for ourselves, we will remain spiritual paupers all of our lives.
II. The Planning of Our Place – 1:4-5a
A. A Place of the Choosing – 1:4a

“just as ﻿﻿He chose us in Him”
1. In Him/Christ                                            ﻿﻿ 

Chose - ἐξελέξατο = to chose out of a group. That group is the balance of mankind.
In Him = in Christ.
Not as though God chose Christ and then whoever believes in Him, is placed “in Christ” and at that time becomes one of the elect. Each one of us was chosen, individually by God on the basis of the death of Christ on the Cross. Therefore, every believer is in Christ from eternity past, on the basis of individual selection. 
That does not mean that you are automatically saved. Every person is responsible to believe. “He who believes, has eternal life.” (John 6:47) God ﻿﻿from the beginning ﻿﻿chose you for salvation ﻿﻿through ﻿﻿… belief in the truth, (2 Thess. 2:13)
B. The Time of the Choosing
“before the foundation of the world,”

C. The Purpose of the Choosing – 1:4b
“that we should ﻿﻿be holy and without blame before Him”
Why were you saved?

1. To tell others.
2. To have a good marriage.

3. To serve in the church.
Those are all very good. They could be results of salvation, but they are not the stated reason for your salvation.
Romans 8:29
“For whom ﻿﻿He foreknew, ﻿﻿He also predestined ﻿﻿to be conformed to the image of His Son,”
That is basically what Paul says here that we should ﻿﻿be holy and without blame before Him. Holy means: to be set apart for God. But, if we are set apart to a holy God, We are holy in our lives
Blameless means to be without blemish. In the O.T. it is used of sacrificial animals.
Jesus is called a lamb without blemish or spot.
If we are “conformed to His image,” (Rom. 8:29) we will be blameless. 
D. The Predestination of the Choosing – 1:5a
﻿
﻿﻿“having predestined us to ﻿﻿adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself,”
According to the grammar predestination precedes election. It means “to mark off beforehand” If we can attribute chronology to God’s works, Predestination precedes election – at least logically if not chronologically
III. God’s Part in the Place – 1:5b-6
A. The Pleasure He Determined – 1:5b
﻿﻿
“according to the good pleasure of His will,”
By pleasure Paul means that God delighted to impart His spiritual benefits to His children. Note also that it is God’s will not man’s will.
B. The Praise He Desires – 1:6a 
“to the praise of the glory of His grace,”
The entire process is to bring praise to the glory of God’s Grace. If we do anything to take praise from His grace, we go directly against the very basis of God’s eternal plan.
C. The Prize He Bestows – 1:6b
“by which He ﻿﻿made us accepted in ﻿﻿the Beloved.”
The only claim we have before God is that He, Himself, has made us accepted in His beloved Son, our Savior.
Conclusion:

